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From Virtual to Visible: Proposed Bill Seeks
Physical Offices for Social Media Platforms
and Online Content Creators

Introduction

A bill introduced in the Nigerian Senate seeks to
new obligations for
platforms and online content creators. Notably, it
mandates that digital platforms operating in
Nigeria establish physical offices within the country.

introduce social media

While still at the proposal stage, the bill has already
sparked conversation around digital regulation, data
protection, and platform accountability.

Key Highlights of the Proposal
. Mandatory Physical Offices — The proposal
would require social media platforms and bloggers

to open physical offices in any Nigerian capital city,
register as Nigerian corporate entities, and comply
with relevant tax obligations.

. Strengthened Data Protection

Compliance - Platforms would be expected to
adhere fully to NDPA provisions, including securing
user consent, protecting personal data, and

enabling user rights.

. Content Oversight - The proposal outlines
mechanisms for digital content to comply with
Nigerian legal and cultural standards, with
procedures for reporting and removing harmful or

unlawful content.




. Expanded Enforcement Tools - It also
contemplates expanded enforcement powers for
regulatory agencies, potentially including financial
penalties and other sanctions for non-compliance.

What This Could Mean for Stakeholders

1. Social Media Platforms & Tech Companies
0 Multinational platforms operating in Nigeria
may need to consider the operational and
regulatory of physical presence
requirements and local registration obligations.

implications

2. Bloggers & Content Creators

0 Independent creators operating informally
could face new compliance requirements, including
formal registration and potential accountability for
content governance under Nigerian law.

0 This may increase operational costs and
affect how content is produced and monetized

locally.
3. Regulators & Government
0 If passed, the bill may provide regulators

with enhanced tools to oversee digital operations
and enforce local data protection standards.

0 [t may also unlock additional tax revenue

from multinational digital firms and foster
employment opportunities within the local tech

ecosystem.

4, Consumers & Users

0 Users could benefit from improved data
security and easier access to grievance mechanismes.
0 However,  concerns  remain  around
possible content limitations and the effect of
increased regulation on freedom of expression,

especially for smaller or independent voices.

Navigating Regulatory Shifts with
SimmonsCooper Partners

As Nigeria's digital regulation continues to evolve,

businesses, content creators and  platform
operators must stay informed and prepared. For
advisory support on data protection compliance,
platform governance, and the implications of p
roposed legislation, contact us at

info@scp-law.com or visit www.scp-law.com.




